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Gov. Walz: Inaccurate picture 
presented to public 


By Dave Orrick 


dorrick@pioneerpress.com 


Some 1,700 samples recommended 
by doctors for coronavirus testing 
sit frozen in Minnesota laborato- 
ries, untested, because of inade- 
quate test supplies, Gov. Tim Walz 


“frustration” with the situation. 

It’s a striking number because the 
total number of people tested in the 
state was 2,762, underscoring the 
impact of test rationing that was put 
in place earlier this week to a 
nationwide testing regimen already 
widely seen as woefully underpow- 
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Virus test rationing raises alarms 


Some are said to be not 
taking outbreak seriously 


The figure of frozen samples sug- 
gests the total number of cases — 
confirmable yet not confirmed — is 
much higher than the 77 officially 
reported Wednesday. (If the rate of 
positive tests were on par with what 
has been tested so far, an additional 
47 cases would be confirmed.) 


said Wednesday in highlighting his ered. 


State health officials have steadily 


been saying that they believe the 
actual number of cases is indeed 
higher, but that it’s irrelevant for 
those who are sick, since they 
should stay home, as should their 
family members, whether they have 
a positive diagnosis or not. 

Yet, they’ve also expressed frus- 
tration that some portions of the 
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Many more cases likely 
than reported 


population aren’t taking the 
COVID-19 outbreak seriously and 
ignoring social distancing recom- 
mendations — recommendations 
that might be more widely heeded if 
officials could show a truer extent of 
the virus’ spread. 
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Life 


during lockdown 
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Ardith Pearl, left, and Sheila Stuart, middle, residents at the East Shore Place Senior Housing in Mahtomedi, sort through a shopping cart full of 
food and essentials purchased by Rita Larson, right, on Wednesday. 


Minnesota seniors, 
loved ones cope 
with nursing home 
quarantines using 
social media, gifts of 
food, and kindness 


By Mary Divine 


mdivine@pioneerpress.com 


est were most at risk. Most of the more 
than 80 people who have died from 


COVID-19 in the United States have been 


As the COVID-19 pandemic hits Minne- 
sota, nursing homes and assisted-living 
centers in the east metro are on lockdown. 

They have shut their doors to outside 
visitors, limited personnel and canceled 
social gatherings. 

It's a difficult, but necessary, change. 
From the beginning of the outbreak, 
health officials have warned that the old- 


60 or older. 


“Tt’s the new normal,” said St. Paul resi- 
dent Rick Cunningham, whose 97-year-old 
mother Lorraine Cunningham lives at 
Episcopal Homes in St. Paul. “Our family 
is really close. We would visit her, literally, 
every day, so this is a big change for us.” 
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17 new 
virus cases 
reported 
in state 


No fatalities: officials 
ramp up warnings 
to residents 


By Christopher Magan 


cmagan@pioneerpress.com 


Stay home if you’re sick. No 
exceptions. 

You don’t need a COVID-19 test, 
unless youre really sick. 

Anyone in contact with a sick 
person should isolate themselves 
for two weeks. 

Community mitigation efforts 
such as closures and social dis- 
tancing will likely be needed for 
months. 

Those were the blunt directions 
Minnesota health officials empha- 
sized Wednesday as the state 
announced 17 new cases of the 
coronavirus. The state now has 77 
cases in 13 counties. 

No deaths have been reported. 

“People need to focus on: Am I 
staying home when (I am) sick? 
Am I doing what is necessary to 
protect myself, my family and my 
community?” said Kris Ehres- 
mann, director of infectious dis- 
ease for the Minnesota Depart- 
ment of Health. “To be clear, none 
of us at the health department 
suggested that community miti- 
gation is for the short term.” 

Ehresmann also emphasized 
how important it is for people 
not to spread rumors on social 
media if they believe they have 
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U prof seeks volunteers for virus test 


Could anti-malaria 
pill be used 
for prevention? 


night, 


Virtually over- 
Boulware 
has assembled a 
team of 10 U of M 


medical scientists, 


reduce the number who get sick by 
50 percent, and hopefully more 
than that.” 

The U of M Ethics Board quickly 
signed off on his national clinical 


statisticians and trial, and the U.S. Food and Drug 
pharmacologists Administration has sped up its 
By Frederick Melo to test out his theo- David own review. Boulware’s experi- 
fmelo@pioneerpress.com ry, which involves Boulware ment enrolled his first 25 volun- 
feeding a preven- teers on Tuesday, about nine days 

More than a week ago, David tative medication that’s been after he organized his team. 


Trump taps emergency 
powers to combat COVID-19 


U.S. economic fallout 


mounts, as China 


reports no new cases 


By Tim Sullivan and Anita Snow 
Associated Press 


Boulware had a eureka moment. 
The professor of medicine at the 
University of Minnesota thought to 
himself — what if a common, inex- 
pensive, “old school” anti-malaria 
pill could help prevent the spread 
of the novel coronavirus? 
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today. 


around since 1955 to volunteers for 
five days. His team will monitor 
which ones contract the COVID-19 
virus and which ones don’t. 

“We started yesterday,” said 
Boulware on Wednesday. “Our 
hypothesis is were going to 
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This doesn’t happen very often. 
Experiments testing active drugs 
on live patients usually take six 
months to a year just to get up and 
running. 
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President Donald Trump 
invoked emergency authority to 
marshal industry to fight the coro- 
navirus, as the economic fallout 
from the pandemic mounted 
Wednesday with major U.S. auto 
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manufacturers saying they are 
shutting down their North Ameri- 
can factories. 

The announcements came hours 
before China said the former virus 
epicenter of Wuhan and its sur- 
rounding province had reported 
no new cases, a dramatic develop- 
ment in the city overwhelmed by 
thousands of new patients each 
day when the outbreak was peak- 
ing there last month. 

On a day of developments: 

e Stocks tumbled again on Wall 
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